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	IAP Species:
	Poplar – Populus x canescens
Grey poplar, gryspopulier
	Cara Category:
	2
Demarcated areas only

	Foliage:
	Deciduous perennial
	Growth form:
	Tree
	Poisonous / Precautions:
	none
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	Description:

Deciduous tree suckers freely; bark white or grey with horizontal dark lines becoming rough and darker with age; buds and twigs thinly downy. Leaves: dark green and shiny above, grey- or white-woolly to green and smooth beneath.  Reddish flower, only male trees flower 

	
	Flowering: 
	J
	F
	M
	A
	M
	J
	J
	A
	S
	O
	N
	D

	Important aspects of Biology:

Poplar x canescens is a sterile hybrid and does not produce seed.  Spread is vegetative from vigorous coppicing and root suckers.  Disturbance of the “parent” stem encourages suckering.  

	Planning: 
Poplar is difficult to control because of its extensive root system and there is no magic fix.  Fire and slashing encourages coppicing and suckering.  Once treatment of poplar is started it will generally take 5 years, with 1-2 treatment per year, to kill the stand entirely.  With this in mind, treatment should not be undertaken unless resources are available to continue treatment over the 5 year period.  
A single mature poplar tree should be left alone until all other weeds are under control as spread is not by seed, these trees do not pose a major threat.  
Dense stands of coppiced/suckering poplar which have not yet been treated should be protected from fire as continued burning of poplar stands increases their vegetative spread, making future control difficult.    However, if the stand has been treated and is under a followup regime, burning of the dead material will assist in the control.  

	Mondi Prescribed Treatments:

Poplar treatment requires a combination of stump and foliar treatment.  Initial treatment of all stems should be a cut stump, frill or ring barked with herbicide, depending on the diameter of the stems.  Suckers will then regrow which can then be sprayed.  Depending on the density of the thicket it may be necessary to burn before spraying to aid accessibility for future spraying.  It is important to wait until the suckers have reached chest height before spraying as this provides the best “leaf area” ratio for herbicide uptake.  Any adjuvants or wetters which will increase herbicide efficacy should be used.  Spraying of suckers should continue until root reserves have been exhausted.  
Cut stump, frill or ringbark with herbicide:  cut as low as possible and apply herbicide within 5 minutes of cutting

Spot Spray: Ensure suckers are at least chest height before spraying.  


	Herbicide prescribed:
	Trade name
	Rate:
	Application method

	
	
	
	

	Imazapyr 100g/ℓ SL
	Chopper

Hatchet 

Eco-Imazapyr 
	500ml in 10ℓ of water
	Cut stump/Frill/Ring bark with herbicide

	Triclopyr 360 g/ℓ SL
	Timbrel, Lumberjack
	600ml in 10ℓ of water (include wetter and a dye)
	Cut stump/Frill/Ring bark with herbicide

	Triclopyr 480 g/ℓ EC
	Garlon 

Triclon

Viroaxe
	100ml in 10ℓ of water (include dye and wetter)
	Foliar*


*References can be found in the IAP Herbicide Treatment Doc ETT-02 and IAP Management in Conservation Areas Doc EG-01.  















